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Introduction 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) will host an international 

workshop on Small-scale fisheries and everything ‘blue’ on 23-25 March 2020 in Rome, Italy. 

The workshop aims to discuss the different emerging ‘blue’ agendas and concepts and explore 

how to place small-scale fisheries and human rights at the center of the future ocean (and 

inland water) economy, governance and development. The International Collective in Support 

of Fishworkers (ICSF) took the lead in the co-development of the workshop concept note and 

related  preparations with other partners, including the Nereus Programme, Swedbio, Swedish 

Society for Nature Conservation, Too Big To Ignore – Global Partnership for Small-Scale 

Fisheries Research and the World Forum of Fisher Peoples.  

 

Background 

During the last decade, new discourses and policies on oceans governance and the use of 

marine resources have emerged. In 2014, the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) members 

endorsed The Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the 

Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (the SSF Guidelines). The SSF Guidelines 

recognize the multiple, and often conflicting, uses of marine and coastal resources – as well 

as those of inland waters – and call for recognition of fishing communities’ legitimate tenure 

rights and their active participation in decision making, within a human rights-based approach.  

In parallel, different international organizations and national agencies have developed “blue 

economy” or “blue growth” agendas. These agendas take their basis in an ocean-based 

economy that includes both old uses of its resources (food provisioning, marine transport and 

infrastructure, and energy production and extraction) and emerging industries (e.g., marine 

biotechnology, seabed mining, carbon sequestration). They generally promote a fusion of 

economic growth from these sectors with environmental sustainability, which is often to be 

achieved through marine protected areas and zones closed to fishing. 

 

Several scholars and fishers’ movements leaders have pointed out that social considerations 

have been absent or narrowly dealt with in recent policy documents on this blue economy / 

growth paradigm, and that they do not reflect the principles of the SSF Guidelines. Small-scale 

fisheries supporters worldwide are calling for a rethink of the emergent ‘blue’ agendas in light 

of historical and existing inequalities in the sharing of ocean and inland water resources. 

Alternative blue concepts are being developed, e.g., “blue justice”, but the economically driven 

blue agendas still receive international attention and policy support. 
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In this context, it is timely that an international workshop should bring together these diverse 

critiques and alternate visions, united by the principles of human rights, social and 

environmental justice and an inclusive approach to promoting a sustainable and equitable use 

of our oceans and aquatic resources. 

 

Workshop objectives  

The workshop will provide an opportunity to review the different blue agendas and discuss 

their implications, challenges and opportunities for small-scale fisheries, coastal and inland 

communities, and human rights-based approaches. Workshop participants will come together 

to explore their common views and visions, and to lay the ground for a cohesive and 

coordinated strategy to meaningfully engage in transforming the discourse around the ocean 

economy. The Workshop will attempt to address the following: 

 

1. Which are the main blue agendas/discourses; what do they have in common and what are 

their differences? 

2. What are the implications, challenges and opportunities for small-scale fisheries and 

fishing communities in the blue economy / growth paradigm?  

3. How should small-scale fisheries approach the blue economy / growth paradigm – what 

are the alternatives and their strengths and weaknesses? 

4. What are the main knowledge and policy gaps in addressing the blue economy / growth 

from a small-scale fisheries and human rights perspective?  

5. What partnerships can be formed around small-scale fisheries inclusion in future oceans 

(and inland waters) economy, governance and development? Are there synergies among 

the different initiatives supporting SSF sustainability? Are there common messages that 

can provide a framework for a common strategy?  

6. What are possible opportunities for collaboration and policy engagements (e.g., around 

the UN Oceans conference in Lisbon 2020, the post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 

under the Convention on Biological Diversity, COFI, 2022 - The International Year of 

Artisanal Fisheries and Aquculture)? 

 

Workshop structure  

The workshop will be informed by a background paper and of presentations on key concepts 

and policies. Empirical examples of small-scale fisheries experiences of blue agendas and 

policies will be examined. Discussions on converging opinions, as well as differences, in 

existing blue agendas and among workshop participants will be facilitated with a view to 

identify a strategy for continued collaboration and discussion, and for synergystic messages. 
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The workshop will bring together some 25 participants from organizations with an interest in 

small-scale fisheries and ‘everything blue’.  

 

Workshop participants 

The workshop will bring together some 25 participants from organizations with an interest in 

small-scale fisheries and ‘everything blue’.  

 

List of invitees 

No. Organization Name 

1 FAO Vera Agostini  

2 FAO Nicole Franz  

3 FAO Joseph Zelasney  

4 FAO Lena Westlund  

6 IPC Fisheries Working Group  TBD 

7 IPC Fisheries Working Group  TBD 

8 ICSF Leopoldo Cavaleri Gerhardinger 

9 ICSF Manas Roshan 

11 TBTI Ratana Chuenpagdee 

12 TBTI Svein Jentoft 

13 WorldFish Pip Cohen 

14 Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries 

Section (GAF) 

Meryl Williams 

15 CAOPA  Dawda Saine 

16 CFFA Beatrice Gorez 

17 Slowfish Paula Barbeito 

18 LIFE Brian O’Riordan 

19 SNEHA Jesu Rethinam 

20 Natural Justice Gino Cocchiaro 

21 Bread for the World Mari, Francisco 

22 Naturskyddsforeningen (SSNC) Sara Fröcklin 

23 CANCO Becha Hadley 
24 SwedBio Hanna Wettersrand 

25 SwedBio Ana Carolina Marciano 

26 Ocean Nexus program Sallie Lau 

27 Ocean Nexus program Yoshitawa Ota 

28 Ocean Nexus program Eddie Allison 

29 TNI Carsten Pedersen 
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