
IPC statement in response to Agenda Item 11 - Addressing climate change and other environment-
related matters in fisheries and aquaculture

Esteemed members of the Governmental Delegations,
Dear COFI observers,

We, the World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish Workers (WFF), the World Forum of Fisher People
(WFFP), the International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), La Via Campesina (LVC), members of the
International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC), welcome the work carried out by FAO on
climate change in relation to fisheries and aquaculture, and on other environment-related matters, such
as discarded due to anthropogenic activity, abandoned, or otherwise lost fishing gear, marine litter,
anthropogenic underwater noise and harmful algal blooms.

It is welcome that out of 163 Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and 6 Intended NDCs (INDCs),
submitted by countries as part of their commitment to the Paris Agreement, 112 refer to adaptation in
the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, including oceans and coastal zone management. It is a positive sign
that States and others are taking note of increasing evidence showing the impacts of climate change and
other anthropogenic impacts on aquatic environments, and consequently on food security and the
livelihoods of fishery and aquaculture communities, as highlighted in the 2019 Special Report on the
Ocean and Cryosphere of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

As defenders of the land, water and forests they rely on, small-scale fishing communities are stewards of
coastal and inland ecosystems and biodiversity. Small-scale fishing practices are generally more
sustainable, have a lower carbon footprint and produce more affordable fish for direct human
consumption than other fish and aquatic food production systems. Their indigenous and traditional
knowledge, embedded in local cultures, is key to sustainable development and intergenerational equity.
Although small-scale and artisanal fisheries contribute the least to climate change, they are among the
most vulnerable to its impacts. Climate change and disasters have implications not only for food security
and nutrition of fishing communities, but also for the full enjoyment of their human rights, including to
housing, decent work, gender equity and the right to a healthy environment. In line with the Voluntary
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty
Eradication (the SSF Guidelines), the differential impacts of climate change on indigenous people, women
and youth should also be considered.

IPC welcomes the work by FAO and Member States on adaptation measures and disaster risk reduction
to reduce the impacts of climate change in the fisheries and aquaculture sector.
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There is also a need for attention to the impacts of climate change and natural disasters on fishing
communities' rights to marine and coastal resources for their lives and livelihoods. In the case of sea
surges or coastal erosion, the affected communities' tenure rights need to be protected when they are
compensated for the loss of land, housing, and access to fishing grounds.

While adaptation measures are important, we are concerned about the inadequate attention to
mitigation. There is an urgent need to address the continued increase in emissions and pollution from
land-based and maritime sectors. Fishing communities are directly impacted by the transformation of the
coastal and riparian areas, as a result of extractive industries, unsustainable aquaculture, ports and
harbours, and other developments. To redress the harm caused by human-induced global warming and
disasters, the responsible parties should be held accountable, in line with the ‘polluter pays' principle.

While it is necessary to minimise the environmental impacts of fishing and aquaculture, the
documentation of good and bad practices in small-scale artisanal fisheries should be contextualised and
disseminated, taking into account other natural and human-induced drivers, socio-economic conditions,
traditional knowledge and human rights of local communities.

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) can incorporate financial
support for small-scale fisheries to its Adaptation Fund, in order for these fisheries to adapt, build
resilience and continue to feed millions of people around the world.

Climate change has profound effects on small-scale fishing communities' capacity to fish and enjoy their
human rights. The evidence is unequivocal, but the damage is ongoing. To restore our ecosystems,
protect future generations and ensure climate justice, we will have to be bolder in our vision, ambitions
and actions.


