
IPC statement in response to Agenda Item 7 - Contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Esteemed members of the Governmental Delegations,
Dear COFI observers,

We, the World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish Workers (WFF), the World Forum of Fisher People
(WFFP), the International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), La Via Campesina (LVC), members of the
International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC) and representing tens of millions of small-
scale fishers and Indigenous Peoples world-wide, note positively the strong interests and contributions
by COFI member states and FAO towards the goals of ending hunger, eradicating poverty and ensuring
the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources, as expressed in SDG 14. These goals and the
principles of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) are in alignment with each other. The SSF Guidelines, to
which IPC contributed, is embedded with the human rights-based approach and were adopted by the
31st session of COFI in2014.

However, we express concern with some of the elements and approaches championed in the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The SDGs do not speak strongly enough about human rights
obligations. Furthermore, we are deeply worried about the promotion of Blue Economy strategies as a
means to achieve sustainable use of marine and freshwater resources, and the related expansion of
industrial aquaculture, Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), mining, and other developments promoted under
the ban of Blue Economy and Blue Growth. Our lived experiences of the implementation of Blue
Economy strategies at the national and local level in many places, including the Caribbean, India,
Thailand, Indonesia, South Africa, and Russia, to name a few examples, is one in which small-scale fishing
communities and Indigenous Peoples are marginalised from decision-making that directly impacts on our
lives and livelihoods.

These developments are encroaching on our fishing grounds and depriving us of food and sustainable
livelihoods, especially for women who are severely and negatively impacted upon. Competition from
industrial fish farming is disrupting our markets and impacting on our communities’ income and
wellbeing. Policy tools promoted under the Blue Economy, such as Marine Spatial Planning, are resulting
in conflicts over the use of the ocean space at the expense of fishing communities, whose interests and
voices are marginalized in comparison with corporations and conservation NGOs. While promises of
employment for coastal communities are made to our youth, these are often low-skilled and poorly paid
temporary jobs. It will contribute to the loss of our traditional and indigenous cultures and knowledge
which are key to promoting the sustainable use of marine resources for many generations to come.
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We, representatives of small-scale fishers and Indigenous Peoples, also propose solutions: we believe
that the Small-Scale Fisheries Guidelines, when duly implemented, are the best instrument toward
achieving the eradication of poverty, food security, and the sustainable use of the ocean and inland
waters. Ensuring the active, free, effective, meaningful, and informed participation of small-scale fishing
communities in the whole decision-making process related to the fishery resources and areas where
small-scale fisheries operate, and taking into consideration the existing power imbalances, as expressed
in section 3.6 of the SSF Guidelines, is an indispensable condition to achieve the goals set in the 2030
Agenda. We therefore call upon COFI Members to support small-scale fishers, and fishworkers and their
organisations, as rightsholders, to play a primary role in the decision-making processes concerning the
use and management of marine resources, and to put the implementation of SSF guidelines at the center
of the Programme of Work. Furthermore, we call for the development and introduction of targets and
indicators that distinguish between the contribution of small-scale fisheries and industrial aquaculture
and other marine uses in the achievement of hunger eradication, poverty elimination and sustainable
development.

Finally, we call for additional efforts at the national and regional level for inter-institutional coordination
to protect legitimate tenure rights of small-scale fishing communities and Indigenous Peoples against
the increasing privatization of fishing rights and ocean spaces, through awareness-raising, legal
protection and the implementation of international and national laws and human rights instruments
aiming at protecting our right to food, nutrition, livelihoods, and well-being (as in accordance with SDGs 2
and 3).


