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How to ensure that the post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework speaks to 
agriculture sectors, including small & family 
farmers, fisherfolk, livestock keepers, etc, 
rather than to the environment community 
alone? 



‘How to ensure that peasants and Indigenous 
Peoples, the world’s greatest and longest 
stewards of biodiversity, fundamentally shape 
the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
so that it speaks to Parties and the industrial 
agriculture sector?’ 

 

Smallholders are not just agriculturalists –  

we are the world’s oldest environmentalists. 





UNITY 

‘Biodiversity is all the plant species, 
animals and sentient beings that exist, 
which make up the life of a space. It is 
the connection with the energy of 
Mother Earth that sustains, feeds and 
encourages us, where we are UNITY 
with all this living energy, which is why 
we must love, honour and defend it, 
because in it is our historical past and 
the construction of our future.’  

~ Gisela Illescas Palma, campesina, 
Mexico 



LIFE 

‘Biodiversity is the beginning and end of 
life, it is a relationship of natural 
elements that coexist in the territories 
as part of a biocultural space; they have 
a cycle of adaptation linked to climate, 
time and culture, and above all 
agricultural biodiversity preserves a 
historical memory, it is a millenary 
inheritance of our ancestors.’ 

 

~ Atun Gonzalez, campesino, Guatemala 



SOIL IS LIFE 

‘For me, biodiversity means a space of life, 
culture, harmony and identity between 
Mother Nature and human beings. 
Respecting and protecting all that is found in 
it.' 

~ Alicia Sarmiento Vicente Guerrero 
Tlaxcala, campesina,  Mexico 







We recommend shifting from the focus on productivity (the 
industrial paradigm) to a transition to agroecology, such as:  

‘By 2030, conserve and enhance the sustainable use of 
biodiversity in agricultural and other managed ecosystems as 
means to increase their sustainability and social and 
ecological resilience, as well as the availability of healthy, 
nutritious and culturally adequate food by: a) supporting 
systems that use native seeds, landrace varieties and breeds, 
as well as agroecological production, particularly those 
managed by smallholders, increasing the area dedicated to 
these systems by at least 100%; and b) decreasing the areas 
dedicated to genetically uniform production by at least 50%. 



TARGET 10 

‘By 2030, increase by at least [70%] the 
area of ecosystems and areas managed 
under ecosystem-based approaches, 
relevant to the restoration and 
protection of ecosystem functions, 
particularly clean water provision and 
reduction of soil erosion. 

 



 

http://afsa.org.au 

http://foodsovereignty.org  
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