
→ C L I C K H E R E TO R E G I S T E R A N D PA RT I C I PAT E

P RO G R A M

Welcome and opening remarks: Ms. Alimata Traoré, Convergence des Femmes 
Rurales pour la Souveraineté Alimentaire (Mali)/IPC

Presentation of the new guide “Recovering the Cycle of Wisdom:  
Beacons of Light Toward the Right to Seeds.”

Panel discussion with:  → Mr. Michael Fakhri, UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food

 → Mr. Kent Nnadozie, ITPGRFA Secretary
 → Ms. Modester Kachapila Milinyu, Malawi Plant 

Genetic Resources Centre
 → Mr. Tanmay Joshi, La Via Campesina/IPC
 → Mr. Mourtala Issa Zakari, National Institute  

for Agronomic Research of Niger

Q&A session

Moderator: Ms. Maryam Rahmanian, International Panel of 
Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food)

Languages: English, Spanish, French

P R E S E N TAT I O N  
A N D PA N E L D I S C U S S I O N

“REALIZING 
PEASANTS’ AND 
INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES’ RIGHT 
TO SEEDS: 
Key issues and challenges  
for the implementation 
of farmers’ rights and 
international negotiations”

DATE: APRIL 29, 2021

TIME: 15.00 – 16.30 CEST

Centro Internazionale

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN____HXunMTvCiK7JHjkUxow


 

A B O U T T H I S E V E N T

Peasants and Indigenous Peoples contribute enormously to the 
conservation, sustainable use and further development of agricultural 
biodiversity. Their distinct seed systems are at the center of their role as 
custodians and stewards of seeds and biodiversity. The resilience of these 
systems has been demonstrated once more in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the face of climate change, rapid biodiversity loss and multiple 
crises, new efforts are needed to protect peasants’ and Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights over seeds.

Peasants’ and Indigenous Peoples’ right to seeds are enshrined as “farmers’ 
rights” in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and have been reaffirmed in the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP). 
Although farmers’ rights are one of the ITPGRFA’s pillars, they have not 
been effectively implemented to date at national and regional levels. In 
many instances, peasants and Indigenous Peoples face restrictions to 
exercise these rights and are criminalized.

In 2017, the ITPGRFA initiated a process to close the existing implementation 
gap by establishing an ad-hoc technical expert group on farmers’ rights 
(AHTEG-FR) with the mandate to produce an Inventory of national 
measures, and to develop options that should encourage and guide State 
Parties in their efforts to realize farmers’ rights. Peasant and Indigenous 
Peoples’ organizations from around the world participate in the ITPGRFA 
through the International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC), 
and have been instrumental to putting the rights of farming communities 
high on the international agenda. Based on their crucial day-to-day 
work of taking care of biodiversity, they have developed their own views 
and proposals on how their right to seeds should be implemented by 
governments at national and regional levels. 

The proposals of peasant and Indigenous Peoples’ organizations in the 
IPC are contained in a new guide, titled “Recovering the cycle of wisdom: 
guiding lights for the realization of the right to seeds.” Based on the 
recognition of peasants’ and Indigenous Peoples’ complex seed systems, 
this publication puts forward an innovative pathway for the realization of 
farmers’ rights and intends orienting discussions under the ITPGRFA as 
well as nationally. 

This online event will present the new guide and provide a space to share 
views on the state, challenges and opportunities to realize peasants’ and 
Indigenous Peoples’ right to seeds.


